Root fusion in molars: incidence and sex linkage.
The study was done to determine the incidence and distribution of root fusion in 1340 maxillary and mandibular molars in 170 patients. A second objective was to determine whether root fusion of molars is sex-linked. A substantial percentage, 29% of all molars, had fused roots. Root fusion was found more frequently in maxillary than mandibular molars, 35% to 24%, and it occurred in many patients, rather than being limited to a few. Root fusion was most common in third molars, followed by second molars, in both jaws. It occurred in almost equal numbers in corresponding molars of opposite sides, approaching bilateral symmetry. The proportion of molars with root fusion was approximately 5% greater in females than in males, and about 13% more females had molar root fusion than males.